




















Unofficial CPD Information Guide 2013
Getting Acclimated

Directions: Downtown Washington DC is divided into 4 quadrants. You’ll need to know what quadrant
an address is in before you attempt to locate that address. All quadrant locations follow the address, i.e.
NW, NE, SW and SE. To get your bearings while downtown, simply locate and face the Capitol Building
from the “mall” side. The mall is the grassy area with the Capitol Building on one end and the Lincoln
Memorial on the other, and the Washington Monument (the tallest structure in DC) in the middle. As you
face the Capitol you will now be facing EAST. Therefore, SOUTH is to your right and NORTH to your left,
with WEST directly behind you.

Now, imagine the Capitol Building itself as the midpoint, or axis. The center of the building would be like

our State and Madison. All addresses go out from this central location in their respective directions.

Streets are identified by aljpha-/etters as they go out NORTH and SOUTH (left or right) as you face the

Capitol from the mall as A,B,C,D, Streets etc. in that particular quadrant.

Streets are identified numerically as they go out EAST and WEST (front or rear) from the same Capitol

center point as 1st, 2nd, 3rd_4th etc. all the way to the other end of the mall with the Lincoln, Viet Nam and

Korean War Memorials at app. 23 Street.

It sounds more confusing than it is but once you locate the Capitol Building for reference and remember

which ‘quadrant’ you need to locate an address in, just count out in appropriate letter and number

directions to find that address. Maps are available for printing on line for reference.

Any street that runs diagonal in the quadrants are named after states for distinction. Once you look at a

map it should make sense. ( A picture is worth a 1000 words) If in doubt, follow two simple

rules........ ”Real” men don’t ask for directions and “most” cab drivers will get you there!

Transportation: 1) WALK! Most points of interest in the downtown area are within reasonable
walking distance, depending on condition, age and sobriety.

2) Metrorail (Metro) Their subway system is remarkably safe, efficient and exceptionally clean and close
to most points of interest. NOTE: During “Police Week” all Law Enforcement Officers ride for free, after
showing some id’s. At times, there were some varying interpretations by ‘a few’ of the Metro employees
who would only let those in uniform ride for free. Again, this appeared to be an isolated incident and
since then it appears that they have reinstated or clarified this perk and since then there has been
minimal reported misunderstandings of this ‘privilege’ during “Police Week.” Again, as a ‘privilege’ this
may also be subject to change. If necessary, you can buy and carry a Transit Pass with you to play it safe.
The procedure is simple. Every Metro, or subway station as we know it, has a fare transit card dispensing
machine. All one needs to do is insert cash (they may also accept credit cards) into the machine in the
desired amount of credit. You will receive a Metro Transit Card for use on their system.

(The subway stations are identified at street level by a sign containing the letter’M’ in boldface.)
All one needs to do is insert the transit card into the turn style where it will be returned to you after
electronically recording starting point and providing you access through. When you arrive at your final
destination (you may have to switch lines at a transfer point on occasion) you simply insert your card into
the exit turn style and the amount will automatically be deducted from your card, according to distance
traveled. Your card will print out a running total of deductions indicating the amount you have left on your
card for future use. Twenty bucks should get you through the three days based upon past experience. We
were told that they have a liberal expiration time limit on them and we can attest to using left-over credit
on Transit Cards from the previous year as an example. IF an agent recognizes you or your group as the
police and waves you through, after showing I.D., consider it a bonus and always say, “Thanks!”

3) Tourmobile or Trolley. Tourmobiles and trolley tours are available to almost all of the points of
interest for a fee that covers the whole day and allows one to get on/off and spend as much time at a
particular site, as necessary, before reboarding to continue the tour or return to the point of origin. The
service makes continual loops to most of the important attractions in the D.C. area. This appears to be
the “typical tourist” mode of transportation. There is also a “night tour” where one can experience the
sights in a completely different way.






13-15 May 2013 TENT CITY 11a.m., until 0200 hrs.

Where: Although the site has changed only a few times over the many years, for nearly a
decade their most popular site was a fenced in area within reasonable walking distance from the
National Memorial. In 2012, just prior to Police Week, FOP DC Lodge 1 announced a late change
to a new location. It appears that this same new site will be used again for Tent City in 2013
during the three days of Police Week. It is located just a few blocks from the Washington
Nationals Stadium at the corners of 1st and 2nd streets SW and S and T streets SW. (The exact
address for your GPS is 1880 2nd Street SW Washington DC). Unfortunately, this site is not
close to the National Memorial or within suggested walking distance and location of the closest
Metro stop. Although there was sporadic shuttle service in 2012 to the site, Taxi service is the
highly recommended means of access, especially if planning on consuming alcohol.

What: While changing from year to year according to various vendors and location, it's
normally a 2-3 square block fenced in area, set up with tents in which various vendors sell
unique police related items and other souvenirs. Vendors will be set up during this time and will
be there for all three days. FOP DC Lodge 1 beer tent and bar/ food service will also be open
along with music and entertainment with occasional police pipe bands making impromptu visits.
(Pipe bands will be required to check in with security before starting to play. No pipe bands will
be allowed to play on May 15 at the site.) The city makes sure that the alcohol portion isiin a
controlled environment and off-duty DC coppers make sure no one enters or leaves the fenced
in area of Tent City carrying any liquid for liability and permit compliance. This is an outdoor
event and dress is casual. It has a tendency to be the most crowded after the Candlelight Vigil
on the 13". There are normally many unique items for sale there. You should visit tent city to
check out the items if you want police wares or a ‘Police Week 2013’ souvenir.
You should also visit tent city before you visit the (Official) Memorial Visitors Center and Gift
Shop within a few blocks of the Memorial at 400 7th Street NW (7th and D Streets NW if you are
looking for t-shirts, sweats etc as tent city prices are sometimes near 50% less than the National
Store. While the hours of tent city vendors are usually until closing, 0200 hours, the Memorial
Visitors Center and Gift Shop hours for 2013 are: tentatively*, 13%, 9am-4pm then 9pm-12 mid.,
14", 9am-9pm, 156", 9am-9pm, 16*, 9am-9pm. (*Call to verify hrs. 202-737-3213 ) While the Gift
Shop could be rather pricey, they have the ‘National Memorial’ logo items and the profits go to
support the Memorial. The National Memorial also discounts various items so shop around at

both locations

Who: This area is intended for Peace Officers and guests. This is not the place for young
children at night, especially on the 13" after the Candle light vigil when it’s the most crowded. It
is suggested that if you want to bring your younger children into tent city to view the many hats,
t-shirts, souvenirs, pins and thousands of some very unique items for sale, you should do so
during the daytime hours, preferably before noon when alcohol is served.

When: Open daily around 11 a.m. during our entire visit.
Beer sales do not start until 12 noon. The area closes at 2 a.m.









